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News 
Delaware Breakwater East End Lighthouse repainted 

Built in 1885, the beacon is located in the harbor of Lewes, Del. 
Read more … 
 

 
Delaware Breakwater East End Lighthouse after being repainted. 

 
Division to sponsor four virtual programs during January 2021 
Cross-stitching, the wreck of the DeBraak, artist Francis Barraud and forgotten presidents to be explored. 
Read more … 
 
“Stitching on the Light: A Virtual Stitch Along” 
Online cross-stitch embroidery program from the Zwaanendael Museum during January 2021. 
Read more … 
 
287th Army Band video-records performances at Buena Vista 
Videos part of the band's virtual holiday-concert-series, “The 12 Days of Christmas.” 
Read more … 
 
Video explores the lives of four enslaved people and an abolitionist 
Created in celebration of Delaware Day which honors the anniversary of Delaware becoming the first state to ratify 
the U.S. Constitution on Dec. 7, 1787. 
Read more … 

https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/21/del-lighthouse-repainted/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/21/hca-programs-jan-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/18/cross-stitch-2020/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/15/army-band-at-buena-vista/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/07/delaware-day-video-2020/


 
Division museums open with tours by appointment 
Tours allow visitors to experience the history of the First State while continuing to take all recommended steps to 
safeguard public health. 
Read more … 
 
Go here for more news items … 

 
Help Save Delaware History 

Town seeks historical information about First National Bank of Frankford 
Built in 1907, the structure later served as town hall for over six decades. 
Read more … 
 
Preservation Delaware initiative documenting oral histories of African American schools 
Dover Post, Del. — Dec. 18, 2020 
Project will add to research gathered on schools for Black students prior to desegregation. 
Read more … 
 
“Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future — Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan, 2018–2022” 
Document outlines six broad goals for preserving Delaware’s heritage for the future. 
Read more … 

 
Media Roundup 

The following Delaware history-related articles have recently appeared in the media: 
 
Wreck of the DeBraak virtual program slated Jan. 7 
Cape Gazette, Lees, Del. — Dec. 27, 2020 
Zwaanendael Museum to explore the history of the British warship DeBraak which sank off Lewes in 1798. 
 
The Battle of Cooch’s Bridge 
The 302, MeTV2, Wilmington, Del. — Dec. 25, 2020 
Television segment on the only Revolutionary War battle fought in Delaware. 
 
Small Towns, Big Appeal 
Baltimore Magazine, Md. — December 2020 issue 
New Castle, Del. one of the featured towns. 
 
Press coverage of “Delaware Day 2020 — Expanding the Delaware Story” 
Division’s video series exploring the lives of four enslaved individuals and an abolitionist. 
 

Delaware Day video explores the lives of enslaved people, abolitionist 
Dover Post, Del. — Dec. 10, 2020 
 
Expanding the Delaware Story video released for Delaware Day 
Cape Gazette, Lewes, Del. — Dec. 8, 2020 
 
Commentary: On Delaware Day, remember all in state’s history 
Op-ed by Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs Director Tim Slavin 
Delaware State News, Dover — Dec. 7, 2020 
 
New focus for ‘Delaware Day’ holiday tells history of enslaved people 
WHYY, Philadelphia, Pa. — Dec. 7, 2020 
 

  

https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/22/historical-information-sought-on-frankford-bank/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doverpost.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2F18%2Fpreservation-delaware-initiative-documenting-oral-histories-african-american-schools%2F3966309001%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368542917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q%2FoeS6UgsPIwSft%2B%2BjSMoC8KNnZbseAFoYvjZ8WS5T4%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/179/2019/02/2018-2022DelawareSHPOPlanSP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.capegazette.com%2Farticle%2Fwreck-debraak-virtual-program-slated-jan-7%2F213319&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368542917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S0TMVsdjOixZuuGX85GNW5dhwvn5MyuXsd10NPgPC%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dw3YnnQjK3W8%26list%3DPLxJmiUAvOjUKVhX0PwF2AgUAaNjQN_Cmy&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368552870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BMgKOUfbD5dt9spD1H%2FHelY9L%2FFf2mIwhU61S2k5axo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoremagazine.com%2Fsection%2Fcovid19%2Fsmall-town-getaways-that-offer-quarantine-reprieve%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368552870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HcNN%2BFK9ju5r9CSDun8uTmCERQVccRlCq3FIR%2F%2Fp7Ig%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doverpost.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2F10%2Fdelaware-day-video-explores-lives-enslaved-people-abolitionist%2F3892362001%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368562827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BAolZuq3MOEFy%2F0l2R%2Fpxc1YoBJHpUTZ2bt63r5Bxl0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.capegazette.com%2Farticle%2Fexpanding-delaware-story-video-released-delaware-day%2F212375&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368562827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T%2FqUa0zDRaKPUpXh%2Fyho6RgntoZddPQt%2FWe7X3IG5iY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fopinion%2Fcommentary%2Fcommentary-on-delaware-day-remember-all-in-states-history%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368572785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oZ5I1cOj40dBWF5ulH8ejhPs%2FthbjBr%2B3HpOOEroFKU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhyy.org%2Farticles%2Fnew-focus-for-delaware-day-holiday-tells-history-of-enslaved-people%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368572785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Pz3CLNxcc%2BG0z8GVoaJT68ZUwKawPORjiVkMbppef9U%3D&reserved=0


Commentary: Reflecting on Delaware’s past, shaping a path forward 
Op-ed by Delaware Secretary of State Jeffrey W. Bullock 
Delaware State News, Dover — Dec. 6, 2020 
 
First State takes a different approach to Delaware Day 
Delaware First Media, Dover — Dec. 4, 2020 
 
Delaware Day video series focuses on slavery 
Delaware State News, Dover — Dec. 1, 2020 

 
Articles exploring Wilmington, Del. history and culture in the wake of Joe Biden’s election as president 

New York Times finds Biden’s Delaware hometown on a map 
Philadelphia Inquirer, Pa. — Dec. 8, 2020 
 
After Centuries of Obscurity, Wilmington Is Having a Moment 
New York Times, N.Y. — Dec. 6, 2020 

 
Events 

Saturday, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
Stitching on the Light: A Virtual Stitch Along – Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Thursday, Jan. 7 
The Wreck of the DeBraak – Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Friday, Jan. 22 
Francis Barraud: His Master’s Voice – Virtual program from the Johnson Victrola Museum 
 
Saturday, Jan. 23 
Forgettable/Forgotten Presidents – Virtual program from the New Castle Court House Museum 
 
For a long-term calendar of division-sponsored events, go here. 

 
Exhibits and Displays 

The five museums of the State of Delaware are currently presenting the following exhibits and displays. In keeping 
with Gov. Carney’s Phase II guidance for reopening the state in wake of the coronavirus pandemic, the museums are 
open for self-guided tours via reservation only.  
  
Ongoing 
Delaware Railroads: Elegant Travel and Timely Transport – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Drawing America to Victory: The Persuasive Power of the Arts in World War I – Online  
  
Five Stories – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania – Online 
  
New Castle: Three Forts, One Community – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
The Old State House: A True Restoration 1976-2016 – The Old State House 
  
The Path to Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Delaware – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
Sculpture by Charles Parks – New Castle Court House Museum 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fopinion%2Fcommentary%2Fcommentary-reflecting-on-delawares-past-shaping-a-path-forward%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368582745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rjW2LRFtL15Ww8pvQ5K0WvyGDMdo%2FkVAoy3b3QxCWas%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Ffirst-state-takes-different-approach-delaware-day&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368582745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fkUALMT7t2aA9HZI8CRgmeXbDjmCsOagYANBOsShCpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fnews%2Fdelaware-day-video-series-focuses-on-slavery%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368592698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2DFHrhjMSHAfh%2BxjHT07VzNnhwZozlwVBN1BL6CWYoU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inquirer.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbiden-wilmington-times-20201208.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368592698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LyMcWNmdhQJ9epaq%2BeR%2BfdmZou7%2F%2ByHxWjwPy8xX4PE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F12%2F06%2Fus%2Fafter-centuries-of-obscurity-wilmington-is-having-a-moment.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7Cad8682e3a56045506e0e08d8ac3c5241%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637448722368602654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VgPdmbgbDYydZtNJJNpqNbegtk6XhBD61Ptg1qTw8tw%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/18/cross-stitch-2020/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/21/hca-programs-jan-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/21/hca-programs-jan-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/12/21/hca-programs-jan-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/calendar/
https://business.delaware.gov/coronavirus/delawares-recovery-phase-2-guidance/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/06/19/delaware-railroads-elegant-travel-and-timely-transport-exhibit-to-open-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-july-7-2018/
https://history.delaware.gov/introduction/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/04/26/five-stories-explores-the-lives-of-people-who-lived-and-worked-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/jdp_main/dickinsonletters/pennsylvania-farmer-letters/
https://history.delaware.gov/2017/08/22/new-castle-three-forts-one-community-exhibit-to-open-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum-on-sept-9-2017/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/the-old-state-house-a-true-restoration-1976-2016-display-now-on-view/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/the-path-to-freedom-a-history-of-the-underground-railroad-in-delaware-display-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/display-of-sculpture-by-charles-parks-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/


A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Simple Machines – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
For additional opportunities to explore Delaware history online, go to the Delaware Digital History Museum. 
 

 

 

 
 

Historical and Cultural Affairs 
The historic-preservation and museums newsletter of the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 
 
Historical and Cultural Affairs is designed to stimulate public interest in the division's museums, programs and 
services, and to increase awareness of the value that history and historic preservation bring to the lives of Delaware's 
citizens and visitors. The newsletter is distributed during the last week of each month, via e-mail, to division staff 
members, Delaware's historical- and preservation-related communities and friends. Please submit relevant articles, 
news items and suggestions to Jim Yurasek, newsletter editor, at jim.yurasek@delaware.gov. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement and Acknowledgement of Support  
 
If you would like to be added to, or removed from, the e-newsletter mailing list, please e-mail the editor.  
 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
21 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 
Telephone: 302-736-7400 
Fax: (302) 739-5660 
Web: http://history.delaware.gov  
 

http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/10/a-seaborne-citizenry-the-debraak-and-its-atlantic-world-exhibit-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-2/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/11/simple-machines-exhibit-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/delaware-digital-history-museum/
mailto:jim.yurasek@delaware.gov
https://history.delaware.gov/non-discrimination-statement/
http://history.delaware.gov/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/07/20/divisions-museums-awarded-national-accreditation/

